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9 December 1949 


MEMORANDUK FOR THE DIRECTOR OF INTELLIGENCE, US AIR FORCE 
SUBJECT s Strategic Estimates of the Fer East 


REFEREXCEs Memorandum to Director of Central Intelligence 
from Directorate of Intelligence, USAF, subject 
as above, 30 November 1949, $2=10364 


re 1. Following receipt of reference memorandum, s scus 
taff di 
between representatives of the Directorate of Intelligence US Ae 
Fores, and of the Central Intelligence Agency were undertaken on § 
Decenber 1949. This memorandun presents the position of this Agency 
as expressed at that conference, 


2. It was confirmed in conference thet the Department 
Air Force sought in reference memorandum tw initiate a a a ine 


current formulation and implementation of sound national policy 
Moreover, lacking access to an overall intelligence production plan 
on the Far East, the Department of the dir Foree was unable to discern 


sepia f the Air Force viewed ORE 1749, “Stra 
ebbniici of the Far East to the United States and te the ere cs a cies 
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current, cetailed study, tie conclusions are carefully checked with 
tiese of Osh 1749 to insure tie continued validity of the latter. 
In no case to date nas Urb 17849 been found inval4d except as the 
basic asaumaption of US-USSH hostilities prior to 1953 is not uni-~ 
vereal in its application to all intellivence anpureeiations. Tne 
brevity of OKE 1749 tends to mislead a cesuel reader as to adequacy 
of te paver's scope. ‘The matter of ecope wae a particular concern 
in tne preparetion of Jk 1-49. It wes only through a tise consuming 
and painstaking process of successive condensation of the fornidabvle 
LAC contributions end initiel consolidations that 4t «ss posaitle to 
ecoieve in OHE 174g that degree of brevity essential to its use for 
the purposes intended and still to retain the reyulgite scope and 
oslnstnsis : factual basia. 


4e Uespite confidence in the adequacy or vik. Li—49, particularly 
a6 regards Current vaildity and scope, it is recognized that no ine 
telligence production can be tie final angrer. consequently, that 
paper has been subjected to searching, objective analysia over and 
above the current checks noted above. it has been concluded that 
pending exhaustive long term study of certain funianental cuestions 
raised by ORE 1749, revision of the paper is not justified. In the 
light of this anaiysis it is considered thet the project orerosed in 
the reference, if sroduced on an urgent basis, would involve an ex= 
Denditure of effort not consonant with the value to be derived. To 
the extent thst the lepartuent of the air force envisages the promeal 
as a long term prosran (as oproged to a single oreiect), the Central 
Intellizenee avency is in -eneral agreesent. 


5- The analysis of JHE 1749 referred to above has orovided a 
broad outline of tre lone ranve task. That vuraad outline hea served 
and is serving ss this agencr's interim cuide to self-initiated staff 
intellivence projects on the Far ast, Furtneraore, every reyuirecent 
for such production iiannased on tue Agency if also cheeked ayainst the 
oroed outline and insofer as vossivle such sutsice requirecents are 
adjusted to fill sore part of the lone range requirenent. Admittedly, 
this procedure is of a stop ap neture and tails to solve « »ssic 
problex, naxely, the disproportionate efrort iwolved in fubliilling 
outside production requirements. Accordingly, the broed outline of 
long range production needs on national intellicence concerning the 
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Far hast, which wea develooed ont of GFE 17-49, has been rorked 

out in deteil within the Central Intelligence Agency ag tie basis 
for guiding und eo crdinsting tie intelligence production efforte 

of this Agency and the TAC Agencies. T.:is detailed guide has not 
yet been aporoved for interwagency dissemination. However, every 
effort is being mage to expedite release to the LAC aAvencies tor 
negersery coordination end adaption at the sarliest practicable dete. 


6. in conclusion, the sugrestions advanced in the reference have 
been welcened as an indieaticn that uoon fermalisation of the Central 
Intelligence ayency's impenmiing proposals far rx long range production 
plan, the hearty support of the Uirectorate of Intelligence, JS Air 
Cae Beipe Foree, f# to be anticipeted. 
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